Accreditation Service under Hong Kong Certification Body Accreditation Scheme (HKCAS)

- Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Validation and Verification
In December 2012, Hong Kong Accreditation Service (HKAS) launched the accreditation service on GHG validation and verification to ISO 14064 under HKCAS.  This accreditation service is provided to meet potential demand from the community.
Climate change brings about more severe weather and poses an unprecedented, global challenge for everyone.  The heightened public awareness and concern over climate change has driven the development of a low-carbon economy and the initiative of enhancing energy efficiency.  
As a management strategy to improve environmental performance, energy efficiency and corporate reputation, many organisations in Hong Kong have started to quantify and reduce their greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions following the ISO 14064 standard series. There would be an increase in demand for GHG validation and verification services in near future.
The international standard ISO 14064 series was released in 2006. Parts 1 and 2 of the standard set out specifications for quantification and reporting of GHG emissions and removals at an organisation and project level respectively.  Part 3 specifies requirements and guidance for validation and verification of GHG assertions.  
The objective of HKAS accreditation service is to offer official recognition to those competent GHG validation and/or verification bodies that provide GHG assertions’ validation and verification services.
To ensure that the accreditation service is acceptable and useful to all stakeholders, HKAS has established a Task Force on GHG validation and verification under the Accreditation Advisory Board Working Party on Accreditation of Certification Bodies.  The Task Force consists of representatives from all major stakeholder groups working together to determine accreditation criteria and to advise HKAS on administration matters. A series of trainings on GHG validation and verification were arranged in September 2012 for potential technical assessors, local certification bodies and potential GHG validation/verification bodies. 
To apply for accreditations, applicant GHG validation and/or verification bodies shall demonstrate their compliance to applicable accreditation criteria. The application form, questionnaires and other HKAS/HKCAS documents can be downloaded at HKAS website.  For more information, please visit HKAS website at http://www.itc.gov.hk/en/quality/hkas/hkcas/about.htm
The launch of the GHG validation and verification is a significant step forward in promoting a low carbon society in Hong Kong.
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